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     Winter is over and I can’t 
say I will miss it. Here in 
Minnesota especially the lower 
part of the state our groomers 
never ventured out. 
     Around the cities we got an 
early November snow fall but 
the lakes were still open. When 
the lakes froze over our snow 
was gone. It was bitterly cold 
and we didn’t get enough snow 
all winter to go out. It was a 
very disappointing winter for 
snowmobilers in Minnesota. 
Thank gosh Jean and I 
travelled to Hayward 
Wisconsin for the annual Iron 
Dog Midwest Ride. We had 
never had the occasion to ride 
there and it was good fortune 
they had snow, the scenery and 
fellowship was better than 
expected. We put on around 
260 miles and it was our only 
ride of the winter. 
 

     We watched with envy the 
snow that was falling in the 
North East and later realized 
one can get too much snow. 
We heard that in some areas 
they had up to 8 feet of snow. I 
am sure there must have been 
some great snowmobile stories 
in those areas. Unfortunately 
the news networks never did 
mention any of the 
snowmobile rescues or good 
deeds. 
     This coming June we have 
several open seats on the board 
to fill. We need to fill the 
Secretary / Treasurer position 
and several director openings. 
Judy King and her committee 
have done an excellent job in 
recruiting new candidates 
which you will read about in 
this issue. 
     This is the first year we are 
making our members aware of 
how we are progressing 
financially by quarter and I 
want to thank Bob King for 
summarize this information 
which he receives from John 
on a quarterly basis. This is 
especially Informative to our 
members who do not attend 
congress. Rather than getting 
the information after the fact as 
before. We are trying to be as 
transparent as possible since 

many members are unable to 
attend congress. 
     Bonnie tells me the facility 
in New York is top class and 
those of us attending will be 
pleased. Bonnie and John have 
booked an excellent banquet 
menu and Dale Vogt will again 
be our MC. I just wish Dale 
was a little more outgoing. 
Hopefully Jean and I can meet 
many of our old friends. 
     As usual we will again be 
inducting some new Pup’s at 
our annual banquet. Tom 
Anderson is polishing up his 
trusty sword so that it cuts 
clean if he should have an 
accident. I am still puzzled as 
to how he gets it on the airlines 
when travelling. 
     I know many of you riders 
did enjoy some great riding 
and even though the season is 
over, send me some pictures 
and a few words so we can 
publish these in our fall issue. 
     Have a great summer and 
stay healthy. 
                             ~ Ed 
 

 



  
 

Budget 2015 First Qt. Second Qt.
Actual Actual

Beginning Balance $18,656.21

Income
Interest $1.50 $0.40 $0.38 $0.40 $0.32
Pin & Patch Sales $90.00 $60.00 $442.00 $0.00
Banquet

Guests 11 x $40 $440.00 $0.00 $0.00
Press 2 free $0.00 $0.00

Dues
Members 100 x $60 $6,000.00 $0.00 $300.00 $0.00 $300.00

Assoc. 21 x $10 $210.00  $0.00 $0.00
Honorary 2 free

Fund Raising 0
Clothing $200.00 $100.00 $60.00 $0.00

Total $6,941.50 $160.40 $802.38 $0.40 $300.32

Total Income $25,597.71

Expenses
Banquet $3,954.73 $3,954.73 $3,954.73 $157.77

spouses 15 x $63 $945.00 $945.00
Colo. Chair 2 x $63 $126.00 $126.00

Press 0 $0.00 $0.00
Banquet deposit for 2015 $300.00 $300.00 $300.00
ISC Planning Com. Expense $600.00 $600.00 $502.09
Office supplies & Sec. Travel $1,000.00 $948.55 $1,019.83
George Eisenhuth Award $400.00 $200.00 $213.22
Midwest Ride $250.00
Western Chapter Ride $250.00
Northeast Ride $250.00
Memorials    ( 6 x $100) $600.00 $150.00 $150.00
Donations to other org. $1,000.00 $500.00 $600.00 $100.00
Web Page $600.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00
Pin & Patch costs $183.08

Total Expense $10,275.73 $7,274.28 $6,420.86 $1,000.00 $809.86

Net Income $15,321.98

Current Balances $13,037.73 $12,528.19

2014 – 2015 Iron Dog Budget – submitted by Bob King 



 

Budget 2015 Third Qt. Fourth Qt.
Actual

Beginning Balance $18,656.21

Income
Interest $1.50 $0.40 $0.32 $0.30
Pin & Patch Sales $90.00 $0.00 $26.15 $30.00
Banquet

Guests 11 x $40 $440.00 $0.00 $440.00
Press 2 free $0.00 $0.00

Dues
Members 100 x $60 $6,000.00 $0.00 $3,310.00 $6,000.00

Assoc. 21 x $10 $210.00  $0.00 $90.00 $210.00
Honorary 2 free $0.00

Fund Raising 0
Clothing $200.00 $0.00 $100.00

Total $6,941.50 $0.40 $3,426.47 $6,780.30

Total Income $25,597.71

Expenses
Banquet $3,954.73

spouses 15 x $63 $945.00
Colo. Chair 2 x $63 $126.00

Press 0 $0.00
Banquet deposit for 2015 $300.00
ISC Planning Com. Expense $600.00
Office supplies & Sec. Travel $1,000.00 $178.05 $51.45
George Eisenhuth Award $400.00 $200.00
Midwest Ride $250.00 $250.00 $250.00
Western Chapter Ride $250.00 $250.00
Northeast Ride $250.00 $250.00
Memorials    ( 6 x $100) $600.00 $150.00 $150.00
Donations to other org. $1,000.00 $100.00 $300.00
Web Page $600.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00
Pin & Patch costs

Total Expense $10,275.73 $1,150.00 $578.05 $851.45

Net Income $15,321.98

Current Balances $15,376.61
 

2014 – 2015 Iron Dog Budget con’t.                    

 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          John Mitchell 
            Secretary 
 
 
     As we get close to time for the 
Annual Iron Dog get together at 
the 47th International 
Snowmobile Congress in Niagara 
Falls, NY I have been busy 
putting together the information 
for our annual meeting and 
banquet.  Everyone should have 
received their dues notice as well  
 

 
 
 
as their letter for reservations for 
the Gala Dinner on Friday, June 
12th at the Conference & Event 
Center Niagara Falls.  Please 
return your reservation letter as 
soon as possible so we have a 
count on those that will be 
attending this year.  There are 
still some who haven’t sent their 
dues in yet and it would be 
appreciated if you would take 
care of that as quickly as possible 
also.  There will be three new 
pups inducted this year and they 
are very deserving individuals 
who have given much to the 
snowmobiling community and 
will be a proud addition to the 
Iron Dog Brigade.  Our Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for 9:30 
AM on June 12th in the Cataract 
Room and in addition to the 
regular order of business will 
also include discussion on the 
by-laws and election of directors 
 

 
 
 
and secretary / treasurer.  Should 
you have any agenda items for 
the meeting please let me know 
prior to May 25th.   
     On the lighter side, it has been 
a good snow year here in the 
West.  We are still getting snow 
in the mountains and even 
though most people have put 
away the snowmobiles and got 
out the golf clubs there is still 
some good riding.  Quite a few 
storms have come through the 
last couple of weeks and 
increased the snow depth to 
extend the riding into May.    
     I am looking forward to 
seeing everyone in Niagara Falls 
so send in those reservations and 
make plans to enjoy the great 
conference that the New York 
Snowmobile Association has put 
together. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report of the Secretary / Treasurer 
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Here’s Where We Are Staying: 
 

 
 
 
The “Sheraton at the Falls” is our 
host facility, located at 300 Third 
Street in beautiful Niagara Falls, 
NY (across from the Conference 
Center) Our special event rate is 
$139.00 per night.  There is ample 
parking in the adjoining municipal 
lot. Reservations should be made by 
calling the hotel @  1-716-285-
3361 or 1-866-961-3780  The 
discount rate is available for stays 
from June 7th through the evening 
of the 14th, 2015.   
 

THINGS TO DO – you must register in advance for these events! 

 
Thursday, June 11 – Jet Boat Ride  

We have set up a special day for discount tickets to an ISC Jet 
Boat ride.  This ride is neither for the faint-of-heart nor for 
those who want to stay dry, as you will take a jet boat ride up 
and into the Whirlpool.  Advance tickets must be 
purchased.   The ISC jet boat ride is scheduled for Thursday 
June 11, 2015 at 3:30 PM.  Ground transportation will be 
provided from the Sheraton to the dock at 2:45 PM. Discount 
tickets are $52 adult and $44 for children 6 through 12 (44 
inch minimum height), which includes transportation to the 
dock.    Be prepared to be very wet! Trip is rain or shine and 
no refunds. 
 
Thursday, June 11 – Erie Canal Boat Tour 
 
Come discover the history of the Erie Canal with a bus ride 
from the hotel to the Erie Canal Discovery Center in Lockport, 
NY.  Advance tickets must be purchased.   Learn the history 
of the construction of the Erie Canal, the waterway that was 
the jumping-off point for the westward expansion of the 
United States.  The Discovery Center has many interactive 
tools and displays along with an interactive movie.  While 
there, you will cross the street to the First Presbyterian Church, 
home of many world famous Tiffany Stained Glass Windows, 
all this followed by a narrated boat tour of the locks on the Erie 
Canal, including the site of the historic 'Flight of Five' locks.   
 
$45 includes transportation to and from the Sheraton. 
 
Friday, June 12 – Wine Tour 
 
A Wine tour has been scheduled for Friday afternoon leaving 
from the Hotel to three of our local vineyards!  Advance 
tickets must be purchased.    The Niagara Wine Trail's 
member wineries offer many traditional and diverse wines that 
are sure to please every taste. From classic viniferous, native 
grapes, hybrids, fruit and sparkling wines, and even mead and 
hard cider, you will find tasting along the trail is a totally 
unique experience! $45 includes the Vino Visa Passport and 
transportation to and from the Sheraton. Over 21 only. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1401030061&key=31A28


 
 
Elections will be held during the Iron Dogs Meeting at ISC.  Members can only vote if they are 
attending ISC. 
 
This year’s election slate is :  
 
Secretary / Treasurer Position:  Bob Linn 
 
Iron Dog Director Positions ( 3 open positions) :  Dale Vagts, Harold Case & Jack Welch 
 
 
ARTICLE VII – VOTING RIGHTS  
Section 1: All members in good standing in attendance will be afforded a vote during the annual 
general membership meeting of the Brigade. 
 
ARTICLE IX – OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Section 1: The management of the Brigade shall be vested in the Board of Directors, which shall 
have general direction of the affairs of the Brigade.  
Section 2: The Board of Directors shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary-
Treasurer, Immediate Past President, four (4) Directors and one (1) Director elected from the 
Brigade Past Presidents, who shall be designated as “Permanent Director” and may, at his/her 
discretion, remain in office until relieved by the Board. The Permanent Director shall not be 
eligible for election as an Officer.  
Section 3: The Officers of the Board shall each be elected per Article VII, Section 1, for a two 
(2) year term. The President and Vice-President shall be elected on even years and the Secretary-
Treasurer on odd years.  
Section 4: Nominees for President, Vice-President or Secretary-Treasurer must have served at 
least two years as a Director of the Brigade or member of Iron Dog Brigade in good standing for 
ten consecutive years.  
Section 5: Directors shall each be elected per Article VII, Section 1, each year on a rotating basis 
to serve a three (3) year  term.  
Section 6: Directors may only serve two consecutive terms of three (3) years. There must be two 
(2) years interim before a Brigade member can be elected to the same position.  
Section 7: Directors who miss two (2) consecutive annual general meetings shall forfeit their 
position on the Board unless excused by the President. 
 
 

 

2015 Iron Dogs Election Information 

 



 
 
Secretary/ Treasurer Position . . . . R.D. (Bob) Linn – Minnesota  
 
Bob has been involved in snowmobiling since 1976.  Bob has served three terms as Minnesota 
United Snowmobilers Association (MnUSA) President, 12 years on the Board of Directors, 10 
years as Region V President, Chair of MnUSA Raffle and Membership, Publications, Trail, 
Legislative, By-Laws and Merchandise Committees. Bob was awarded the 2011 Snowmobiler of 
the Year by MnUSA and the 2012 Snowmobiler of the Year by the American Council of 
Snowmobile Associations.  
 
Bob has been very active at the local and regional levels of snowmobiling and has served as a 
mentor for the director in Region 5 of MnUSA. 
 
Bob has both a BSBA and MBA and has been involved in several different businesses from sales 
to communication to credit and finance.   
 
Bob’s hobbies include snowmobiling, fishing, golfing, camping and hunting.  Bob is a self-
starter and can see what needs to be done and does it.  
 
Bob is very successful in whatever he does and has volunteered to serve as the IDB Secretary 
Treasurer.  He would be very able to do this.  He has good financial skills, secretarial skills 
which include a good understanding of computers and normal programs that would be used. 
 
 
Director Position . . . . . Harold Case - New Hampshire 
 
Harold has been married to his wife Judy for 38 years.  Harold began snowmobiling in 1967 and 
has owned Motoski, Scorpion, Polaris and Skidoo sleds.  He joined his first snowmobile club and 
the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association (NHSA) in 1975. Harold participated in the first 
Easter Seals ride in 1975 and has participated every year since.   
 
He has held offices in the Hudson Sno-Men, NHSA Hillsboro County, NHSA as President and 
Vice President, Co-Chair and Chair of the Northeast Chapter of the International Snowmobile 
Council (ISC), President and Vice President of American Council of Snowmobile Associations 
(ACSA). 
 
Harold was inducted into the Iron Dog Brigade with his brother Charlie in 1992, into the 
International Snowmobile Hall of Fame in 2004, named NHSA Snowmobiler of the year in 1994 
and awarded the Easter Seals Warren A. Bwell Award in 1996. 
 
Harold has chaired several committees for NHSA including the Scholarship Committee which he 
started, Safety, Advisory, Snow Traveler and Easter Seals Ride In. 
 
Harold has shown his dedication to snowmobiling through his volunteerism and leadership.   
 

Who Are the Candidates running for Office? 



 
 
Director Position . . . . . Jack Welch - Colorado 
 
Jack, and his wife of 37 years Jean, has been involved in motorized recreation since 1968.  In 
1972 Jack was appointed to the first Colorado State Recreational Trails Committee, serving as 
chair for four years. In 1987 Jack was one of the founders of the Colorado Off-Highway Vehicle 
Coalition (COHVCO) and served as its chair for several years.  In 1996 Jack was one of the 
founders of the reinstituted OHV Registration Program for the State of Colorado.  Jack was 
involved in the early formative years of the Blue Ribbon Coalition (BRC).  He served on the 
BRC Board in many positions and has recently been elected as their Vice President.  Jack has 
served on numerous recreational committees over the years in addition to the ones mentioned 
above.   

Jack has received the following awards: 

*Induced into International Snowmobile Hall of Fame 1999 
*Member Snowmobile Iron Dog Brigade Honorary 
*COHVCO Leadership Award 
*Colorado Greenway Foundation Leadership Awards for State Trails Work 
*Most Valuable Snowmobiler of the Year by American Snowmobile Magazine 
*The George Eisenhuth Distinguished Service Award  
*American Trails Symposium Speaker and Trails Advocate Award recipient 
 

Jack has shown his skills as a leader and communicator through his extensive involvement in 
motorized recreation. 
 
Director Position . . . . . Dale Vagts - Iowa 
 
Dale and his wife Joyce began snowmobiling in 1968 in St Louis Park, Minnesota.  When their 
busy lives took them to Cresco, Iowa in 1982 they became members of the very active club 
called the Driftrunners.  Dale was elected club secretary and revived the “snowfest” which has 
evolved into an event of 3000+. 
 
In 1984 Dale became a director Region 5 of the Iowa State Snowmobile Association (ISSA). In 
1987 he became Vice President of ISSA and in 1989 President.  In 1984 I put together a liability 
insurance policy for our local club which was soon adopted by the ISSA as their master policy 
and the policy for all clubs in Iowa.  By the end of the first year, Minnesota, South Dakota and 
Illinois had adopted it as their master policy.  Since then 20 state associations with over 700 
clubs are insured through my insurance agency, V & V Insurance Agency, Inc.   We have sole 
control of the program.  This has been the standard for snowmobile clubs for 30+ years. 
 
In 2007 I was inducted into the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame.  Dale has served as part 
of the Audit Committee for the Iron Dog Brigade. 
 
Dale has been an active volunteer and supporter of snowmobiling across the nation but especially 
in the Midwest.  His skills are too numerous to list but well known by the snowmobile 
community.  
 

Who Are the Candidates running for Office? 



 

 

     With no snow at all here at home in Annandale, MN just west of the Twin Cities we headed 
off to Hayward WI on Sunday morning February 1st. We were trailering our sleds for our annual 
Midwest Iron Dog ride. Dale Vagts called and said the trails were good. Who are we to doubt 
anything Dale says.  I must admit though, we were a bit skeptical about snow conditions just a 
couple of hours north east of Minneapolis. True to his word, the trails were super; we rode for 
three days and racked up over 150 miles, not bad for old dogs. Every detail was attended to by 
Dale, or it was perhaps his lovely wife Joyce? I was told this ride had the greatest number of Iron 
Dogs in attendance so it was no easy task to put it together.  

 

     Wednesday evening was our wrap up dinner and coveted “Toilet Seat Award” ceremony. 
This award is given out each year to a Dog who does an oops! This year it was no contest, DLyle 
Pankratz got it; hands down. I understand that De Lyle grew up on a farm and is very 
mechanically inclined. However when he noted his sled was heating up, he popped open the 
hood and removed the radiator cap only to be showered by hot antifreeze. He was asked what 
was he thinking and his response was, “I wasn’t.” After that he was known as “geyser De Lyl   

     It’s so great so see old friends for 
a few days of renewed friendships 
and riding pleasure. Sure glad I 
married an old Dog all those years 
ago!  

 

 

IDB Midwest Ride  
by  Jean Skomoroh  

 

     Our accommodations were warm 
and comfortable and all the locals we 
met were welcoming. Those 
Wisconsinites sure do know how to 
serve up a feast. Just don’t eat their 
huge breakfast and try to sit on a sled 
all day. You just might need Doctor 
Dale’s magic pills to save your belly. 
And the chicken wings they serve??? 
They must have come from turkeys or 
pterodactyls. Four wings could hardly 
fit on a dinner plate. I didn’t get a 
chance to taste them but from the lip 
smacking going on I really missed 
something special. 



 

 
Side by Side UTV/ATV Racing and Fun Time Activities  

coming to Eagle River, Wisconsin 

August 28-30, 2015 

     The AMSOIL World Championship Derby Track will be hosting the newest, hottest, most 
exciting type of racing on the horizon…UTV/ATV Racing.  There will be stock and modified 
racing all three days for all classes on a challenging motocross style track as well as oval racing on 
the modified “World Famous Derby Track Bowl.”  Drivers…get ready to run head to head against 
the clock through the infield “Mud Bowl.” “This will be an exciting event” said Chuck Decker, 
President and Owner of the AMSOIL World Championship Derby Track. “The mud bowl will be a 
combination of clay, sand and of course water, and will be an opportunity for racers to see just 
how good their UTV/ATV handles in the mud…truly a UTV-Mudarama!” says Decker.  Also 
noted will be a “Field Mud Pit” at the North end of the RV area for all those “V-errs” to have 
some fun. 

     A large number of UTV/ATV manufactures and after-market suppliers from all over North 
America will be on hand to exhibit their newest and greatest products.  There will be a designated 
area for enthusiasts to demo select UTV/ATV models from the manufactures wishing to 
participate.  In addition, there will be a UTV/ATV swap meet area that will be open all three days.  
Numerous other family fun activities are also planned for the entire weekend.   

     Camping, RV and motorhome sites will be available right on the Derby grounds.  “Make your 
reservation now, as camping space will be selling out fast.” says Decker.  “You will be able to ride 
from your camp site right out to the newly opened UTV/ATV legal trial system in Vilas County.  
You will also be able to access down town Eagle River right from your camping site as well. 

     The Friday night “Firecracker” will feature the always exciting “Extreme Free Style Show” 
in the Derby Bowl.  Teams from all over the mid-west are expected to participate in this 
spectacular event.  Saturday night, after a day of action packed racing, will be highlighted by a 
huge bonfire, live music and $1.00 hot dogs, beer and soda.  The World Championship 
UTV/ATV Races will take place Sunday afternoon.  The weekend will wind-up Sunday evening 
with an awards presentation and the honoring of the first UTV/ATV World Champions taking 
place in the Derby Expo Hall.  

Don’t miss this exciting premier racing action at the AMSOIL World Championship Derby Track 
in Eagle River, Wisconsin.  Mark your calendar NOW….for August 28-30, 2015.  Three (3) big 
days of racing! 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS …  This is going to be BIG !!!! 

 

For more information on this event please contact Russell M. Davis, VP Sales and Marketing, AMSOIL World 
Championship Derby Track, Eagle River, Wisconsin. russmdavis@gmail.com or call the office at 715.479.4424. 

HOT  SUMMER ACTION HEATS UP! 

 

mailto:russmdavis@gmail.com


 
BRC & COALITION LEADERS HONORED AT SNOWEST 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 
 
GOLDEN, CO (February 17, 2015) -- On January 30th and 31st SnoWest 
Magazine hosted a major event to Celebrate 40 years of the magazine's 
history. The weekend featured a number of events and brought several 
hundred riders to West Yellowstone. The attendees came from all over the 
U.S, and Canada. 

 
The included a number of fun activities, such as demo rides of the latest 
snowmobile models, a poker run, a donation ride challenge, vintage 
snowmobile races, a video contest and much more. 

 
One of the highlights of the event for me was a ride led by SnoWest Publisher, Steve Janes. Also on 
the ride were Chuck Wells the first supervisor of the Idaho State Snowmobile program, and I. We 
toured the outstanding trail system starting in West Yellowstone and traveling into Idaho and back to 
Montana. We stopped several times to take pictures and discuss the "good old days." 

 
------------------------------------------------  
 
Jack Welch (foreground), BRC Vice 
President, rides along on one of the many 
activities at the event to celebrate 40 years 
of the SnoWest history (photo by Steve 
Janes, SnoWest Magazine). 
------------------------------------------------ 
 
The SnoWest 40th Anniversary event 
culminated Saturday afternoon with a SnoWest 
Recognition Awards Ceremony held in the 
Union Pacific Dining Hall. The event, attended 
by several hundred snowmobile enthusiasts 
highlighted those individuals, organizations, 

businesses and governmental agencies that had made significant contributions to western 
snowmobiling over the past 40 years. 
 

Those receiving the Outstanding Lifetime Contribution Awards included myself and Kay Lloyd. The 
Award reads "Forty Years on the Mountain - For outstanding lifetime contribution and continued 
enthusiasm..." When I was presented my award, Steve Janes thanked me for my efforts as Past President 
of the BlueRibbon Coalition (BRC) in ensuring that snowmobilers continue to have the opportunity to 
visit Yellowstone Park in the Winter on non-commercially guided trips. BRC Board Member, Kay 
Lloyd, was recognized for her efforts in organized snowmobiling in Washington State and Western U.S. 
Additional snowmobile leaders from snowmobile businesses, industry and governmental agencies 
received recognition also. 
 
Outstanding Contribution Awards went to the BlueRibbon Coalition and additional individuals, 
businesses, snowmobile clubs and governmental agencies from the region. 
 
It was an honor to be recognized and to accept the awards, as an individual and on behalf of the 
BlueRibbon Coalition. Many thanks to SnoWest Magazine for presenting these awards, and recognizing 
our efforts on behalf of over-the-snow recreation. 

Jack Welch and Kay Lloyd were honored at SnoWest’s 40th Anniversary Celebration 
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